/.   INTERVIEW TO "THE EVENING STANDARD"*
September 12, 1931
It was raining heavily Gandhi shrugged his shoulders under the rough-spun cloth, and said
I do not like rain. I have just heard that you have had no summer here this year. I can put up with that if I can bring peace to India.
I want to give a message to the world through the Evening Standard 2
If India gams her freedom through truth and non-violence, I feel convinced it will be the largest contribution of the age to the peace of the world.
M. K. GANDHI
What I want is peace for India, I want the people of Britain to help me I do not want to embarrass the Government, I want to help them. Why do I corne here? Because I have given my word of honour to Lord Irwin. No man ever lost anything by keeping his word of honour. I have kept mine. What do I mean by peace? The dictionary will tell you it is the opposite of war. We have had enough turbulence and strife in India. Now we want peace. I have been described as a messenger without a mandate. That is sheer inaccuracy. I have the mandate of the Indian people.
Gandhi then handed me a typewritten sheet and pointed to the last paragraph which reads. "The Congress appoints and authorizes Mahatma Gandhi to represent it"
Is that a mandate? I say it is. Why do I spin, you ask? It is a great exercise in patience. When your wife gets angry, just spin You ask me if I shall break my vow of silence on Monday.3 I shall do so if necessary. I am anxious to keep my vow, but if they insist I shall speak.
* The interview was given on the boat while Gandhiji was crossing the Channel
2 This was a written message.
3 The Federal Structure Committee of the Round Table Conference was to meet on the 14th, which was  a Monday.
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